Jo Clayton
director and writer for theatre and live performance
Website: http://joclayton.tripod.com  Email: joclayton@bigfoot.com
Date of Birth: 16.11.72
Member of UK Equity since 1998

Work History

I started working in my local community theatre as an assistant director aged 17 which led me to study Theatre, Film & TV at Glasgow University and to train as a performer at the Central School of Speech and Drama in London. On leaving drama school I worked as an actor for 3 years on small-scale and touring work and in 1999 took the decision to concentrate on directing and writing, setting-up Passionfruit Theatre Company to seek out new audiences and bring people from different artistic and social backgrounds together to produce innovative, cross-discipline work in often unconventional spaces.  In addition I continue to take a series of theatre based workshops for organisations such as the Young Vic, Richmond Theatre and various London colleges as well as working with friends and colleagues to expand and develop our practice.  Outside theatre I have worked in the commercial arts sector for No Laughing Matter and the Influence Group (corporate and promotional events) and for the charity and educational sector, notably the International Institute for Environment and Development, the LSE, and King’s College London.

Artistic Vision

I believe in the power of theatre as an extremely potent tool for bringing people together and helping them to see situations from different points of view.  I want to work towards a theatre that is truly multi-cultural and multi-discipline, where performances are relevant to the communities in which they take place and where theatre provokes, challenges and stimulates both audience and participants.

Experience

2004

Living and travelling in New Zealand.  Working on play, Common, looking at the double-standard of the law surrounding prostitution in Britain and the Commonwealth and working as a pre-school teacher.

2003

The Playground  (writer: unperformed)

Completed work on this play which looks at bullying, hierarchy and the abuse of power through a group of 12 year olds in a suburban comprehensive school in South East England.

Year of Grants by Gabe McDonnell, Workshop and playreading, Auckland Theatre Company, NZ (Director)

Work with ATC's literary unit to develop Gabe McDonnell's dark comedy examining underlying tensions and dysfunction in a New Zealand family. 

2002

Political Theatre Workshop Programme, Peaceboat International

Workshop participant in a research programme onboard the Peaceboat  (www.peaceboat.org), working on methods for conflict resolution through theatre whilst travelling from London to Belfast with community workers and young people from Belfast, the Basque region, Israel, Palestine, Bosnia, Serbia and Japan.  A truly life changing experience.

The Playground, Workshops/Research

Research, workshops and drafts for play.

2001

Heroes by Amit Gupta, Leicester Haymarket Theatre,UK (Director)

A Haymarket commission exploring the hopes and dreams of two young British Asian protagonists. Filmed action, reportage, Bollywood film sequences and real-life interviews combined with the live performance to create a diverse and juxtaposing visual and aural backdrop to the story.  The production involved an extensive period of workshop development with pupils from Rusheymead School who were involved in the final production.

Gladys McPhee’s Surprise Birthday Party, Museum Of…, London, UK (Director and Co-Writer with Alison Davies)

The audience arrives in a kitsch bar created in a derelict warehouse at the Museum Of…  A group of characters converge for a celebration of a mythical patron of the arts. Music, poetry, comedy, dance and party.  A truly unique theatrical experience.

2000 

Travelled in the USA for 3 months delivering cars on a 5,000 mile round trip.  On my return I worked full-time for the Economics Programme at the International Institute of Environment and Development.

1999

Livinginsin, Lion and Unicorn Theatre, London, UK (Writer and Director)

A cross-discipline performance combining actors with a singer and DJ.  During a 6 week rehearsal period the characters and relationships were created through an improvising/ taping and scripting process and woven together with the live musical and design ideas to create a play about contemporary life and love in London.

Office Angel, Man in the Moon Theatre, London, UK (Writer and Director)

A monologue play about a nun which examined feminism and faith against a backdrop of “The Sound of Music”.  The play was also an investigation (inspired by the Brecht) of the dramatic effects of juxtaposition of ‘naturalism’ and the more stylised musical theatre form.

1995-1998

Touch, Forbidden Theatre @ Diorama Arts Centre, London

The Importance of Being Earnest, Il Palchetto Stage, Tour of Italy 

Educational English Language Theatre Tour, Il Palchetto Stage, Tour of Italy

Whale Music, King's Head and Finborough Theatres, London, UK

Jezebel, Site Specific Performance for Glasgow Faith Festival

Education

Sept 1995 -  

July 1996
Central School of Speech and Drama

64 Eton Avenue, London, NW2 8SF
PG Dip Advanced Theatre Practice

(Performance)



Oct 1991 - 

June 1995
Glasgow University

University Square, Glasgow, 

G12 8QF
MA (Hons) Theatre, Film and TV 


(Special Option in Directing)



Additional Skills

· Project fundraising and management skills

· Typing 65 wpm, extensive administrative skills, computer literate to a very high standard.

Referees

Lynne Gagliano - Educational Officer, Richmond Theatre, Surrey

lynne@gagliano.fsnet.co.uk 

Amit Gupta - Writer/Director

amit@amitgupta.co.uk 


